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Setting The Standard

The King David High School
& YavnehEntrance

Assessment
Exam

Monday 6th January 2014

Main School                             -   09:00
Yavneh Boys    Shacharit         -   08:30
Yavneh Girls    Shacharit         -   08:45

Sixth Form Open Evening - Tuesday 26th November @ 19:30

A HEARTBROKEN mother
has told the JJeewwiisshh TTeelleeggrraapphh
of the agony of losing her
battle for custody of her four-
year-old twins.

Beth Alexander described as “barbaric”
an Austrian court ruling that her sons
must stay in Vienna with her ex-husband.

But Manchester-born Beth said defiant-
ly: “I will not give up.”

And the 29-year-old added: “I’m in utter
disbelief. I really believed this time that
my little boys would finally get justice.

“I know we will get there in the end —
we just have to be more patient. 

“In the meantime, it is the children who
pay the heaviest price and that hurts the
most.’’

Cambridge graduate Beth, whose mar-
riage ended in acrimony, was speaking
after losing her appeal against last sum-

MMUUMM’’SS ‘‘LLOOSSTT
KKIIDDSS’’ AAGGOONNYY

THE Liberal Democrat Friends of Israel
have condemned MP David Ward for
“demonstrating a consistency of
ignorance on Israel”.

Chairman Gavin Stollar insisted “no
one should be surprised” at the
Bradford East MP’s latest outburst.

In July, he had the party whip
withdrawn after posting a Tweet calling
Israel an “apartheid state” and saying
that Zionists were “losing the battle”. 

Mr Ward told a parliamentary event
on Tuesday – in a tirade that brought
applause - that “all this negotiation
stuff is nonsense because it’s all part of
the strategy and it’s
a very, very
successful one”.

Mr Stollar stopped
short of insisting
that the MP be
suspended from the
party and stated he
wanted to “give the
party time” before
commenting on
disciplinary matters.

Referring to Zionists, the MP
continued: “We are losing and I want to
understand what the plan is. It’s so
upsetting that we are losing. We are not
doing very well at the moment.”

The 60-year-old revealed he will
begin a visit to Jordan tomorrow.

The forum - It’s Time To Apologise
for the Balfour Declaration - saw him
share a platform with anti-Israel
campaigner Baroness Tonge and Lord
Nazir, the peer who blamed his 2009
imprisonment on a Jewish conspiracy.

Of his two-month suspension from
the party, Mr Ward said he was

suspended for something he didn’t say. 
He continued: “When I saw Nick

(Clegg) and the others, I said I didn’t say
Israel shouldn’t exist but that it should
never have been created. 

“I said it was an apartheid state. If
Israel isn’t an apartheid state, then find
me one that is.

“And he said ‘You can’t say the state
shouldn’t exist’. I said it should never
have been created. 

“As a result of my comments, I
received 50 or 60 pretty unpleasant
emails. But I received 5,000 from home
and abroad that were very supportive.” 

Mr Ward recalled “elderly members”
of the Bradford community saying “Well
done for saying what you did”.

In January Mr Ward wrote on his
website that he was “saddened that the
Jews, who suffered unbelievable levels of
persecution during the Holocaust, could
within a few years of liberation from the
death camps be inflicting atrocities on
Palestinians.” 

The Board of Deputies vice-president
Jonathan Arkush said Mr Ward “has
learned nothing” from his suspension.

MP Ward is
slammed for
consistent

‘war on Israel’

BY DOREEN WACHMANN

mer’s Austrian court
decision to grant cus-
tody to her Vienna
society ex-husband Dr
Michael Schlesinger.

The latest setback
follows a two-year bat-
tle in the Austrian
courts.

Her mother Sylvia
Alexander, of Crump-
sall, said: “I am

speechless. It’s fright-
ening. There are lots of
injustices. But we just
have to keep going to
save the children. 

“You cannot let
injustice win. You
hope that eventually
good will overcome
evil for the sake of
the children.”

She added: “We
never wanted it to be a
battle. It’s about two
children who deserve a
decent upbringing. 

“It is up to the
courts to bring a solu-
tion in the best inter-
ests of the children.
This has not happened
in this case.”

Mrs Alexander said
that when she visits
her daughter in Vienna
she finds it “heart-

breaking” to see her
grandchildren suffer-
ing.

Former Manchester
King David High
School Yavneh pupil
Beth met Dr
Schlesinger at a
Chabad weekend in

Paris seven years ago. 
They were married

soon afterwards and
Beth gave up a post-
graduate journalism
course at New York’s
Columbia University
to settle in Vienna. 

But the marriage

went badly wrong, par-
ticularly after the
birth of the twins two-
and-a-half years into
the marriage.

Claiming that Beth
was mentally ill, Dr
Schlesinger attempted

❝
We never
wanted 
a battle

BY JASON STEIN

� Continued on Page 27

TIRADE: MP Ward

LOVING: Beth
Alexander with
her twin sons
Samuel and
Benjamin
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Mum’s anguish
over kids’ custody
to take the twins from her.
But psychiatric reports
denied that she had ever
suffered from any mental
illness.

Nevertheless, after
lengthy court battles, an
Austrian judge granted Dr
Schlesinger full and imme-
diate custody of the chil-
dren.

Beth, a solicitor’s
daughter, was afforded
extremely limited access
to her children. She is now
forced to do part-time
work in Vienna and can
only visit her struggling
sons for a few hours a
week.

She even has to pay 44
euros for every visit
because the judge ruled
meetings have to happen
in a “neutral place”.

Beth is denied overnight
and weekend visits. 

She claims that the
courts have ignored

reports that the twins are
self-harming and that
their development has
been impaired by the trau-
ma. 

At four-and-a-half, trau-
matised Samuel and Ben-
jamin are still not speak-
ing. 

But Beth, who has had
massive support for an
international Internet
campaign, is vowing to
continue fighting.  

She is vowing to contin-
ue her legal battle to the
Austrian Supreme Court
and the Court of Human
Rights. 

Graham Stringer,
Labour MP for Manches-
ter’s Blackley and
Broughton, said: “It’s
dreadfully disappointing
for Beth and the two chil-
dren. 

“I have no doubt about
the justice of Beth’s case
and I will continue to try
and help her as much as I
can.”

� Continued from Page One

eBay removes Holocaust items
EBAY has apologised and removed for sale memorabilia from
the Holocaust. The Mail on Sunday said it found “dozens” of
items related to the Holocaust on the site that included a uni-
form belonging to a Polish baker who died at Auschwitz.

The auction site has made a £25,000 donation to the Holo-
caust Education Trust. An eBay spokesman said: “We very much
regret that we didn’t live up to our own standards.”

According to the newspaper, other listed items included shoes
and a toothbrush belonging to prisoners and yellow Magen David
armbands. The seller of the uniform is believed to be Ukrainian
Viktor Kempf, who lives in Canada.

� RACE HATE HAS NO PLACE IN OUR SOCIETY, SAYS HUMAN RIGHTS BOSS

Antisemitism is a major
problem, say 66pc in poll 

JEWS consider anti-
semitism to be a major
problem in their coun-
tries, says a European
Union report released
today.

Sixty-six per cent of
respondents said this in a
survey by the European
Union Agency for Funda-
mental Rights.

And 76 per cent said anti-
semitism had become more
acute over the last five
years.

In the UK, nine per cent
said they had often heard
the statement “Jews are
responsible for the current
economic crisis”.

The FRA said these are
the first comparable fig-
ures on Jewish people’s
experiences of antisemitic
harassment, discrimina-

tion and hate crime in the
EU.

“Antisemitism is a dis-
turbing example of how
prejudice can persist
through the centuries,”
FRA director Morten
Kjaerum said.

“It has no place in our
society today.

“It needs to be acknowl-
edged that while member
sates have made sustained
efforts to combat  anti-
semitism, the phenomenon
is still widespread.”

The results also indicate
that the Israeli-Arab con-
flict affects the lives of
most respondents in Bel-
gium, France, Germany,
Sweden and the United
Kingdom.

The survey found that

while in Latvia only eight
per cent said the Israeli-
Arab conflict had a large
impact on how safe they
felt, the figure rose to 28 per
cent for Germany — and
was as high as 73 per cent in
France.

The report covered
responses from 5,848 Jews in
the eight countries in
which 90 per cent of the
estimated Jewish popula-
tion in the EU live.

They are the UK, Bel-
gium, France, Germany,
Hungary, Italy, Latvia and
Sweden.

But in Sweden and the
UK, fewer than half of all
respondents consider that
antisemitic content in
those countries’ newspa-
pers and magazines a “very
big” or “a fairly big prob-
lem”.

Mr Kjaerum added:
“While many EU govern-
ments have made great
efforts to combat anti-
semitism, more targeted
measures are needed.”

Twenty-one per cent of
respondents had experi-
enced an antisemitic inci-
dent or incidents  involving
verbal insults, harassment
or a physical attack, while
two per cent of respondents
had been victims of an anti-
semitic physical attack
over the previous year. 

And the survey showed
that limited data-collec-
tion mechanisms in many
EU member states mean
that antisemitic attacks
remain under-recorded. 

It also found that anti-
semitism is considered the
fourth most-pressing social
or political issue across the

countries surveyed. 
A FRA spokesman said

that the results will be a
vital tool for EU decision
makers and community
groups to develop targeted
legal and policy measures. 

In response to the find-
ings of the survey, the FRA
has formulated a number of
suggestions for decision-
makers, including:

� EU member states need
to record Jewish people’s
experiences of fundamental
rights violations effectively
and comprehensively. 

� Public figures should
publicly condemn antise-
mitic statements. 

� The EU and its member
states must work urgently
to find effective ways of
combating the growing
phenomenon of online anti-
semitism.

BY SIMON YAFFE 

KJAERUM: ‘More targeted
measures are still needed’


